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EDITOR’S DESK ‘

[
A fter half a century of u'n:lts:pem:l-k
ence, we're still struggling zv.ga.insf.I
odds to set right the gender, caste
and class imbalance in our ‘social-|
ist democracy’. As part of this de-|
termined effort within the women's
movement in India, the 1Aws has or -1'

ganiv.edasenﬁrmr.mexaﬂyfula

of Independent India: Women'
Perspectives, to be held during
August 9-11 in Baroda. Prominent]
women's studies scholars and activ-
ists will be participating in this
event. All members are invited to at-
tend and contribute to the discus-l
sions. 1AwS is also organising the.
VIIith National Women's Studies Conference m..lune 1998. Detaﬂs ol'both
are inside.

In our previous newsletter we had announced the theme Survival and Sover-
eignty as the Focus of the Year, indicating that the 1Aws would organise
workshops in various regions of India under the rubric of this overarching
concern. The response has been excellent, and some very important work-
shops. including an extremely successful Summer School in Women's Stud-
ies, have been conducted in the last six months, reports of which come to you
in this issue.

This time we've decided to start printing brief publication lists of the various
Women's Studies schools and centres in India about which most of us in
other parts of the country have little information. We inaugurate this feature
with publication details of the Schools of Women's Studies at MS Baroda,
Calcutta and Jadavpur Universities, and request all other schools and cen-
tres to mail us their publication lists (by July 31 for the next newsletter).

Many thanks to all those who contributed to making this such a substantial
issue that we actually had to increase the number of pages! Unfortunately, we
received no news or reports from the northeast this time too, and surprisingly
enough, none from the north either. Please help us remedy this imbalance
next time. Send us:

» analytical reports - (max. 750 words) of seminars, workshops, etc.;

» brief announcements regarding upcoming events - seminars, work-
shops, campaigns, new feminist publishing houses, bookshops, etc.;

» critical and constructive reviews — (max. 700 words) of recently pub-
lished and significant books or research on women;

> creative writing — we can print only short pieces like poems, songs, etc.
» letters — (not more than 300 words each).

Send all newsletter material to: Kavita Panjabi, 67B Ballygunge Circular
Road, Calcutta 700 019.

Looking forward to hearing from you, and meeting you at the upcoming IAWS
Seminar and Conference,

Editor
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New Economic Policy and Women'’s Control Over Resources

During January 28-30, 1997, a regional workshop on ‘Sur-
vival and Sovereignty: New Economic Policy (NEP) and
Women's Control Over Resources’, jointly organised by
the Indian Association of Women's Studies and Manon-
maniam Sundaranar University, was held at Tirunelveli,
attended by activists and academics from Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. Fr Thomas Kocherry, Secretary, National Fishwork-
ers Forum, inaugurated the workshop, followed by the
keynote address by Gabriele Dietrich of the Centre for
Social Analysis, Madurai.

Both speakers wove their speeches around the issues of
sovereignty and survival, highlighting the impact of NEP
on national sovereignty over India's natural resources, and
on the populations dependent for their very survival on
these resource bases. They outlined the detrimental im-
pact on fishworkers, agriculturists
and forest-dwellers, specifically on
the women of these communities, of
the development model anchoring
these policies. Women'’s marginal-
isation, they emphasised, is built into
this model of capital-intensive, profit-
oriented development.

Fr Kocherry started his address with
a startling statistic about the unequal
distribution of people and resources
among the developed and develop-
ing nations and continued with examples of how the NEP
is further alienating resources from the mass of working
people in the developing world into the hands of
transnational corporations. He narrated his experience
with the fishworkers’' movement against the development
path set in motion in the 1950s, with the introduction of
mechanised trawling and continuing into the present with
the licensing of foreign industrial fleets to fish in India’s
exclusive economic zone. He lent a hopeful and pragmatic
note to the workshop by recounting their success against
monsoon trawling and aquaculture.

Dietrich paid tribute to the approach chosen by the 1AWS
of bridging academic concerns and the pressing issues
faced by the majority of people in the country. She re-
ferred to the 1aws National Conference on Communalism
and Secularism at Jadavpur University in Calcutta in 1991
and the Conference on the Impact of the New Economic
Policy in Mysore in 1994 and connected both these topics
in her perspective on survival and sovereignty. She added
emphasis to Fr Kocherry's warnings about the NEP by
pointing to the problem of land alienation from fishing,
agricultural and forest communities for the purposes of
commercial agriculture and sandmining. She explained
how this process was resulting in a crisis of food security
and deterioration in the quality of life for these populations
as their groundwater is salinated, cheap source of fish
protein is denied to them, coastal shores are eroded and
land rights lost.

These two presentations set the stage for the wide vari-
ety of themes including: alienation of resources from

artisan communities, the problems of food security and
pollution along the coast, collective action by populations
dependent for their survival on these resource bases, the
backlash by corporate and political interests attempting
to give these struggles a caste taint, the condition of child
labourers and, finally, the relationship of academics to ac-
tivists and communities marginalised by these processes
of alienation and commercialisation.

The workshop concluded with Gabriele Dietrich’s intro-
duction of the National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements
(NAPM), a coalition of peoples’ movements at the national
level that has come together around the common strug-
gle against globalisation and its threat to the survival of
workers and their already diminished sovereignty over
natural resources. She spoke aboult this as a constructive
programme aimed at structural
change from the grassroots up-
wards through a devolution of con-
trol over resources at the local
level.

One problem with the existing
consolidation of struggles, she ex-
plained, is a lack of communica-
tion between different groups tar-
. geting a common threat. NAPM
eeks to correct this by forging

links between the localised strug-
gles of fisherfolk, agriculturists and other small produc-
ers, and identifying policy changes at the national level
which affect all of them adversely.

The valedictory address was given by Vasanthi Devi,
Vice-Chancellor of MS University, who spoke about her
efforts to make the academic world accountable to those
outside it. Accountability would, therefore, involve open-
ing the eyes of this middle class to the environmental and
social fallout of the dominant development paradigm, and'
to the way education itself — the form of social capital in
which this class is most deeply invested — is complicit in
generating systems of values favouring individual gain at
the expense of the majority.

The recent attack on an investigating team sent by MS
University's Environmental Sciences Centre, has provided
an impetus for students and faculty alike to re-examine
the social role of academics and the curtailing of their
own invaluable right to investigation. Vasanthi Devi also
spoke more broadly on the relationship between the mid-
dle and working classes and practices such as dowry, ram-
pant consumerism, and the domestication of women, that
are spreading from the former to the latter. Universities,
as centres of middle class training, have a crucial role to
play in the consciousness-raising process. Therefore, ef-
forts such as this workshop which bring students and fac-
ulty into contact with activists and movements, she said,
must be pursued at all costs.

On the third day, the NSS and MS University organised a
feedback session for students and staff of various colleges

2

JIAWS Newsletter Summer 1997



—— SURVIVAL & SOVEREIGNTY

in order to share the find-
ings of the workshop in
Tamil with wider sections of
the academic community.

public for the first time by voicing a protest against the
manhandling through goons of VV Minerals. This shows
that the workshop truly fulfilled its purpose of forming links
between researchers and activists.

The NAPM meeting on February7 with Medha Patkar was
a follow-up of the 1AWS workshop, highlighting many of
manal struggle against the issues already identi-
sandmining, the campaign fied. Vasanthi Devi ad-

against prawn farms, and dressed this meeting as
the struggle against sterilites ow well and the NsS mobi-
were extensively high- lised a large contingent of
lighted and Vasanthi Devi @ students together with ac-

conceptually connected the tivists from local move-
concerns of ‘women’s issues proper’ — dowry, wom- ments. Both activism and research have received tremen-
en’s careers, beauty contests — with a critique of the dous encouragement through these joint efforts.

whole trend of development policies. As a result of the

discussions, the Ecology Department enquiry teamwent Ajantha Subramaniam & Gabriele Dietrich _

The burning issues of the
workshop such as the Peru-

IAWS National Seminar

The Early Years of Independent India: Women’s Perspectives

August 9-11, 1997 at Baroda MS University

In 1947, the nationalist leaders took up the task of shaping modern India with great enthusiasm and high
ideals. The early years after independence saw the birth of many noble institutions; the Indian Constitution
professed to give equal rights to all citizens regardless of class, caste, creed or sex. State policies were
designed to create a weifare state which was to provide basic services to all. Several laws were passed
with the specific purpose of improving the status of women in India. The state also accepted the main
responsibility for rapid development of the national economy through a planned approach. With the growth
of modern industry, the trade union movement received an impetus and political recognition. At the same
time, the partition of the country had left millions of people in bitterness and distress. Also, groups of
dissidents with alternative political, social and economic agenda had begun to build up movements of
various shades which had met with widely varying responses from the state machinery.

Indian women, who had been active and visible in all the pre-independence struggles, were also a party to
these new developments. Yet, after 50 years of independence and the onset of modern India, gender-
based discrimination against women in the country remains entrenched in all spheres of life. And women
have little authority in the decision-making bodies that determine their fate. The Indian Association of
Women's Studies, in collaboration with the Centre for Women's Development Studies, invites scholars and
activists to reflect on the apparently radical developments of the first 25 years of independent India. We
hope that the deliberations will bring out more clearly the actual roles played in public life by women during
that period. It should also illuminate the representation of women for women and for others as reflected in
the various cultural media of the time.

The Nehruvian Era
The Groundswell of Popular Movements
Women, Culture and Representation

There will also be a special session on Testimonies by women who have participated
in various movements.

Themes:

The tentative list of invitees includes:Jasodhara Bagchi, Aparna Basu, Ela Bhatt,
Malini Bhattacharya, Pushpa Bhave, Nabaneeta Dev Sen, Mrinal Gore, Vina Mazumdar
Qutstation Registration: Rs 300 (including meals and accommodation at Baroda MS University)
Local Registration: Rs 150 (including lunch and tea/coffee)
kPIease confirm participation by July 15 (1aws General Secretary's Office)

JAWS Newsletter Summer 1997 3
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Summer School in Women’s Studies

A month-long Summer School in Women's Studies was
conducted by the Indian Association of Women'’s Studies
and Asmita Resource Centre for Women, Secunderabad,
over March 10-April 10, 1997 at the National Institute for
Small Industries Extension & Training, Hyderabad. March
10 was a significant date as it marked the death cente-
nary of Savitribai Phule, a pioneer in women's education.

This year, the curriculum focused on violence. Designed
as an interdisciplinary effort, the curriculum located the
issue of violence historically, in different regions, in var-
ied contexts, and in relation to literature, economic poli-
cies, environment, caste, class, ethnicity, identity, health
and media.

The interconnectedness of these diverse areas/disciplines
was introduced through a session on the Social Construc-
tion of Gender which included introductions to concepts
of dominance, hegemony and patriarchy cross-culturally.
The identification of readings was critical to this exercise.
The resource persons who spent two days with partici-
pants had complete flexibility in approaching their disci-
plines/areas of concern and in structuring their sessions.
In designing the entire course and the overall curriculum
and reading list, we created the possibility and space for
this flexibility in ways that enhanced the potential of that
space as also the comprehension of the students. This
has been the most significant achievement of the course.
All the resource persons expressed their amazement with
the manner and pace at which the group was able to make
linkages between complex readings in their presentations.
This should be viewed with reference to the fact that the
group consisting of 19 students came from very diverse
backgrounds, mostly from regional universities in the
south and from non-English speaking families.

The group was also representative of the unevenness in
our educational system, and was not equipped by formal
education to deal with the reading material it was given.
However, many of the participants had some experience
in NGOs, women's groups, and political groups in Andhra,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, in addition to their university de-
grees. In the course of one month, however, every par-
ticipant had learnt to read, to interlink readings, to make
linkages between readings and political reality and to help
each other plough through difficult and complex mate-
rial. This was our second significant achievement, espe-
cially since our educational system equips students to
engage in highly individualistic and compelitive pursuit
of careers, as opposed to collective work and reflection.

Those invited for guest lectures included Neera Desai,
Vasanth Kannabiran, Jasodhara Bagchi, U Vindhya, Ammu
Joseph, Gabriele Dietrich, Srilatha Batliwala, Maithreyi
Krishna Raj, Padmini Swaminathan, Uma Chakravarti,
Kumari Jayawardena, Rama Melkote, Ritu Menon, Kumud
Pawde. Alongside the sessions with the group, we used
this opportunity to open up a more visible space for wom-
en’s studies in the public arena. We did this by organising
public lectures by each of the resource persons under an
overarching theme ‘Challenges to Women's Studies’.

While the attendance at the lectures was far from satis-
factory, a one-month Public Lecture Series had been or-
ganised for the first time ever and it created a platiorm for
dialogue for anyone who was interested and had the time.

The schedule for the one-month residential course in-
cluded two hours of classroom lectures each day by re-
source persons from different disciplines followed by tu-
lorials, discussions, group presentations and serminars on
specific themes:

0 the relationship of women’s studies to the women's
movement;

0 the relevance of an understanding of violence in wom-
en's studies;

O memory, violence, resistance in women's writings;

( ideology, representation, violence and gender in the
mass media,

Q the science question in feminism;

Q understanding feminist historiography;

Q feminist critiques of economic theory.

The significant elements in the manner in which the
course had been structured were:

The resource persons invited to deliver the lectures are
pioneers in wormen's studies as well as in incorporating
gender concerns within disciplines. They are also active
inwomen's movements and in popular mass movements.
Their lectures, therefore, foregrounded the importance
of an interdisciplinary feminist perspective and its neces-
sary linkages with movement politics.

At its last meeting in April 1997, the EC of
the 1aws unanimously passed this resolution
condemning the attack on Gaddar:

We strongly condemn the brutal and premedi-
tated attack on the revolutionary poet and
people's artist Gaddar on April 6, 1997 at his
residence in Secunderabad. Gaddar, an artist
committed to the cause of the people, has for
over two decades been using his songs,
poetry and dance to fight for a humane and
just society. He has campaigned untiringly
against state repression and police brutality
against movements for civil and democratic
rights in Andhra Pradesh. The brutal attack
on Gaddar by unidentified gunmen, starkly
symbolises the deterioration of democratic
values in our society.

We unequivocally condemn this dastardly at-
tack and demand that the guilty be punished.

4
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A total of 150 articles in different disciplines from diverse
regions across the world were identified for the course
and distributed to participants in eight parts. Apart from
this, a makeshift library with a collection of at least 200
women’s studies texts and 30 video films on women's
issues were made available for reference on the campus.

The participants formed themselves into three groups:
Anveshana, Manavi, Chetana. They took turns chairing the
classroom lectures, moderating discussions, and consti-
tuted a committee to look into any issues concerning in-
terpersonal relations, logistics, accommodation, food, etc.

The primary objective of these group activities was to
transform the individual experience of reading and re-
searching into a collective one by facilitating interpersonal
relations among the participants through sharing knowl-
edge and developing reflective skills. Hence, the reading
materials were grouped and classified thematically as well
as discipline-wise to enable each participant to develop
interdisciplinary learning skills and resource bases.

In their reflections on the Summer School process, par-
ticipants wrole about the state of women's studies in In-
dia and regional variations in class and caste. They wrote
that the school had:

» strengthened their understanding of the dimensions of
gender and its interrelations with class, caste, religion,
community, etc.;

¥ revealed in a stark manner, political aspects of violence
through: (a) what a participant herself experienced on
campus; and (b) state violence in Andhra and the at-
tack on a popular cultural activist like Gaddar, who was
originally scheduled to conduct a cultural workshop
for the group;

» made an impact on self-awareness and confidence;

» made a participant say that she wished to become not
just an academic but ‘an active academic’;

¥ created an awareness that the significance of wom-
en’s studies was not recognised by people within the

university and of the need to work in this area;

» provided the tools to link field experience with femi-
nist theory;

» helped individual research both in terms of broaden-
ing understanding as well as making research more
meaningful,

» enabled the understanding of the link between wom-
en’s studies and the women’s movement;

» facilitated sharing of personal experience within the
group and participants on the whole;

» enabled the participants to acquire perspectives on
feminism and the women'’s movement, and in under-
standing concepts like patriarchy and gender relations;

» created a sense of solidarity;

» transcended the rigid university structure, curriculum
and emphasis on individual performance;

» linked gender issues with issues of caste, class and eth-
nicity.

Some felt that the course had enabled them to critically
evaluate their own caste and class locations and under-
stand the concept of ‘personal as political’ in the context
of multiple and competing identities.

The public response to this institute has been very en-
couraging. Vartha, a Telugu daily and India Today (Telugu
edition) carried features on the SSWS at the beginning
and end of the course respectively. The All India Radio
broadcast two half-hour features with interviews of stu-
dents and course directors in Telugu and Hindi.

On the whole this was an extremely enriching experience
for all those involved in the process: the sponsoring or-
ganisations, the team that conceptualised and conducted
the course, the participants and the resource persons, and
we hope we will be able to do this more often. The mate-
rial distributed as part of the course is available for sale in
bound volumes.

S Anandhi, Kalpana Kannabiran, Meera Velayudhan

ANNOUNCEMENTS

and write on their own.

Women'’s media panel

Four women's organisations in West
Bengal, Ganatantrik Mahila Samiti,
Paschim Banga Mahila Samiti, Agra-

ami Mahila Samiti and Nikhil Banga

ahila Sangha organised a conven-
tion on December 1, 1996 to explore
the possibilities of withstanding the
effects of cultural, imperialism and to

develop a struggle for the democrali-
sation and qualitative upgradation of
the media. Consequently a ‘women
and media’ committee was set up,
comprising representatives of the four
women's organisations and some
experts and activists, with Malini Bha-
ttacharya as the convenor.

Lahore women’s studies

A women's resource centre based in
Lahore, ASR, has launched an Institute
of Women's Studies that will offer
residentially taught courses and a vis-
iting Scholars’ Programme to enable
scholars and activists in Women’s
Studies to take some time off to read

The first Certificate Course will begin
in September 1997 and continue for
12 weeks. The medium of instruction
will be English. For detailed informa-
tion, write to:

Jasodhara Bagchi, School of Wom-
en’s Studies, Jadavpur University, Cal-
cutta 700 032 or Kalpana Kannabiran,
Asmita Resource Centre for Women,
H no. 45, Road no. 2, West Marred-
palli, Secunderabad 500 026.

NOTE

Sunita Pathania (EC): New address
D-8 Kurukshetra University
Kurukshetra, Haryana  Ph: 24076

IAWS Newsletter Summer 1997
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Identifying Local Women's Issues

fn lespunse tor the s initiative 1o urg'dnue regmrl:l

cal Wbme.ns Issues wirs held dunrghmlalry |3—l"- 1997
al Thi arl was by Manu
Bhaskar, r;CMzm[u:f 1aws. The broad objectives were (o
brring acadernics and activisis together and identify the
pressing issues conceming women in dilferent regions of
the: state. The workshop was lo expose the urgent prob-
lems on which pamphlet and other reading materials in
Malayalarn could be prepared for a wide readership.
MNearly 30 participants comprising feachers, researchens
and activists from vanous districts participated in the
Ihml.-day \m:ukslu)q: Buldl'_'n. 30 posigraduate students
of Uni y of Kerala, got
an appmumilv {0 be exposed o these discussions.

Saradamond, Uma Devi and Manu Bhaskar initiated the
discussions. mvms:‘nlahmlihlghlhghled misconcep-
tions and contradictions regarding women in Kerala and
the urgent need o remove this smokescreen 1o bring out
the realities about thelr actual stalus. The most glaring
example one can cite is a kind ol imvisibility and subsend.
ence which women themselves appear 1o accept despite
the educational opporunities which are open 1o them.
Myths aboul higher levels of achievement by Kerala
women have the growih of women's studies
and the women's movernent in (he state. This contradic-
tion is getiing sharper with the introduction of the New
Economic Policy. Higher rates of umemployrment affect the
wornen directly and senously in Kerala.

One of the ques-
tions raised was
wheether the present
Left Democratic
Front government's
recenl expemments
with decentralised
people's planning
was part of the em-
erging global village
phenomena or an
alterpative o il The
topics which re-
celved priority Tor
research and writ-
mg were: land alien-
ation, especially of the tribals; growing atrocithes agalnst
women; waler crisis; food security; impact of biotech-
nology and the menace of ure; media invasion;
unemployment; education; health; family and mardage;
and the various policies alfecting vulnerable groups such
as tribals, dalits and the fishing community and especially
pose a threal to women's survival

Fatima Meer, who was in the city in connection with the
]nwmmml Film Festival of India, spent an aftemoon with
the participanis to sham!'mrmtpenem:c with the ANC and
the African Women's movemnent. Sugatha Kumari, Chair-
person, State Women's Comimission, in her valediclory
address appealed 1o the academics and activists 1o Lok
greater cognisance of the deteriorating situation ol women

Manu Bhaskar

\

Vilith National Conference on Women'’s Studies
Survival & Sovereignty: Challenges to Women'’s Studies

Scheduled for June 1998
Venue to be decided

1AWS members are invited to send in their suggestions
and comments regarding the sub-themes and the
conference in general to the General Secretary's
Office, Mumbai, by July 31, 1997

in Kerala.
%'

—
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Food Security and Women’s Access to Natural Resources

Tll'l-i workshop was joinlly organised by the 1wws and
the Unit for Women's Studies, Tss, on famusary 25-26, 1997
It was planned II?;(_Ilhilya Datar as an £C member and

lays down nonms for the use of natural resources. The
deliberations concentrated on the issue of efficient use
of privale and cmlm!.mlly I'nllow Idnd and I||E small plots

also as Head of Unit for Wormen's Studies, niss, The  in the dryl the resource
core discussion was on the situation in two states, |mr\mmen and men in the couniryside
h d G l. . the di L
bt ujamm ot o A FOR FOLLOW-UP
and marginal larrners. l-und.less !ahoum!s and amsams
1 of their | i thyesir We need fo:

hnhlf,ats “The deliberations aimed at sirategies Dnrnwlo
restore the fivelihood opportunities 1o these people, par

ticulariy the women who could not and did not mrl to
migrate. W looked at the concrete experiences of mimny

poverty alleviation, ¢ hi eradication and water con-
servalion programmes. The main observation was that
all these p aimed at o of assets

bt their dcslgn did not allow the
woimen and men who work as labour-
ers on the construction siles 1o have
access 1o these assels.

Some case studies were presented on
initiatives taken o build new mstito-
tions In such a way thal women get
access to land and water through ne-
goliations with landowners who tra-
ditionally have access o credit and
who benefit fram any asset develop-
ment policy. One paper argued that
these venlures can be viable and
Tunded through the normal channels
of KABARD or any linancial agency lor
rural development.

The participants were of two kinds:
a) academics working on the issue of
increasing prionty 1o industrialisation
aver agriculture following the recent
liberalisation policy; and b) persons
warking with the poverty alleviation and waler conserva-
tion programimes as well as projects for stabilising the mar-
ginal farmers and landless labourers.

The foll 4 in four

1g thermes were d

I In the face of change: Industrialisation, natural re-
sources, gender, and the food security crisis;

2 Access to natural resources, poverty alleviation pro-
grammes and women,;

3 Initiatives to create food security: Sharing experiences;

4 In the face of change: Laws related (o access to land
and waler

We ended with themes which need to be explored fur-

Iher |n order to revamp the poverty a!hma!.lmu and assel
such as

<+ assert thal the adopts a devebl
paodicy that priorilises agriculture (biomass);

Fdocument experiments related (o productivity incre-
ase in iomass generation without using conventional

. The of up
scaling cay ity of the new gy should be

assessed,

grarnmie, idenfifying groups -
menting with ur.'wmm.hntl-. o(.lg,n
culture/hiomass regeneration;

document technological and socio-

economic processes, and the fs-

sues which expose the conlradic-

thom witlin appsarently b

commiinities,

quantify the access lo resources,

and clarify what i access, how 1o

get it, how much accessi is consid-

ered a minimum necess
how 1o prioritise such access,
assert that our aim is not confined

o the minimum agenda of how 1o

cross the poverty line but also o

cas on building sustainable food

and livelihood security for mangin
alised groups;

+ uxp!um legal issues for locating impediments to wamn-
en's access o natural resources;

+ enlarge o deveed al four
levels to increase avnin.hﬂnyafw:rlopmplede;mm
ent on them:

drinking water;

mindmim assured waler for foodgrains;

water for imigation to produce commercial crops;

waler for producing a progressively enlfarged pool of

fodder, fuel and thnber for salisfying the needs of
energy for the whole village, and the needs of mw
miaterial of artisans, who live off the biomass;

=+ explore how the decisions on crops are taken in the
Tragile environment and a highly fuctuating rainfall re-

E a2k 2 3 1

i the recent shifl away from food

4 if at all there exists

gime fo urnd
wdhpnbhrllmds crops. The perceptions of both the genders need to be
This is being al the level recorded Ty, 1o unh
and shuulrl be adhered In by the guvmnu:nl thak agri- any division between women's and men's perceplion
culture, should be ac-

corded pnnriry!l! plan outlays within the legal regime that

Chhaya Datar
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Material in
Marathi

Maharashtra Stree Abhyas Wyas-
peeth organised a workshop of col-
lege and university teachers at Pune
on April 12 & 13, 1997.

The objective of this workshop was
o prepare material in Marathi on top-
ics from syllabus related to women.
Teachers of different disciplines from
eight out of 12 universities in Maha-
rashtra altended and participated in
the workshop. Discipline-wise groups
were formed and the coordinators for
each group were appointed. The
groups decided to hold three more
workshops to complete their work.

This workshop was held under the
1aWS scheme for holding regional
workshops. Rohini Gawankar and
Chhaya Datar are in charge of this
series of workshops.

Material in
Guijarati

The committee lo prepare malerial in
Women's Studies in Gujarati met at
SNDT Women'’s University on January
24 & 25, 1997.

The members had an intense discus-
sion on women's issues and the
present debates in women's studies
ranging from changing dimensions of
family to challenges before women’s

movements. It was felt that though
there is a growing demand for mate-
rial on such topics in Gujarati from stu-
dents, teachers and grassroots level
workers, there is dearth of relevant
material.

The available materials are often dis-
persed and inadequate. There is need
to put the data and material in one
place, which will be helpful to aca-
demics and activists. It was agreed
that there is an urgency to providing
the material, which can clarily the
basic concepts and can sensitively
portray social realities.

The members, therefore, at the end
of two days' detailed discussions, ar-
rived at certain specific programmes.
Several lopics were considered for
this purpose.

creativity.

the deadline.

Vith National Women’s Movement Conference

We from various women's groups and movements from different parts of the country, will be
meeting for the Sixth National Conference at Ranchi, Bihar during December 28-30, 1997,
where we hope to share our experiences, insights, struggles, and strategies with each other.
We shall celebrate our coming together, dance, sing, be with each other. We invite all women in
agreement with our declaration to come to the conference, share their works, ideas and

v/ Remember to register before October 31, 1997. Registration for this conference is
compulsory. Organisers are responsible to arrange food only for those who register before

Registration rates: Rs 150 or Rs 300 (please contribute Rs 300 if you can do so)

" Volunteer for the different tasks at the conference.

v If you want to contribute to any of the themes in the conference, conduct a workshop, talk
about your activities, have a poster exhibition, etc., then please get in touch with the Forum
Against Oppression of Women, 29 Bhatia Bhawan, Babrekar Marg (off Gokhale Road),
Dadar West, Mumbai 400 028.

v’ Do collect donations for the conference and send them to the SCC at Ranchi. Remember to
make your cheques and drafts in the name of ‘Nari Mukti Sangharsh Sammelan’.

Note: The conference had to be planned in the December holidays. Within these the only possible dates
were chosen. We are aware the month of Ramzan begins on December 29 or 30. It is not possible
to shift the dates but we will surely make arrangements for /ftaar and Sehri for those of us who are
fasting for Ramzan. Please let us know what all we need to do as organisers to make your
participation in the conference possible.

Please write to the State Coordination Committee for registration forms at:
c/o late N K Banerjee, Women's College Lane, Nagratoli, Ranchi 834 001
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Eastern Region Perspective
for the 9th Plan

For the eastern region, Nirmala Banerjee had

the dual responsibility of organising one work-

shop under the 1aws theme of Survival and
Sovereignty as well as another one in the

UNIFEM series of regional workshops on wom-

en's perspectives for the 9th Plan. Since the au-

diences and concerns for both themes were very similar,
she combined the two under a common banner with the
help of the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, and or-
ganised a two-day joint workshop in Calcutta on 14-15
January, 1997.

The workshop drew representatives of women's organi-
sations, scholars working on related issues, as well as rep-
resentatives of the UNIFEM. The participants came from
West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Assam, Tripura, Manipur and
Meghalaya. In spite of considerable efforts, communica-
tions difficulties prevented us from getting delegales from
the other northeastern states. Several of them did man-
age to send brief notes incorporating their ideas.

Nonetheless, a few organisations and individuals from that
region have expressed a need for a separate IAWS work-
shop in the region. IAws would be happy to support such
an effort later this year provided there are sufficient funds.

The workshop dealt with three broad themes:
1 economic empowerment;

2 basic needs and food security;

3 instruments for women's empowerment.

Among its major recommmendations, the group empha-
sised the need for a more positive attitude to women's
empowerment, delinking it from the usual household
poverty alleviation programmes. The requirements of
women working in urban areas and away from home
were highlighted.

For health, it was felt that the nation should adop! a
women-centred approach in order to make the system
truly sensitive to the needs of the deprived. The work-
shop felt that, instead of merely talking about public pro-
grammes for women's education, there was a need to
note the negative role played by families in this context. It
was also felt that women’s organisations should start
questioning the tendency to lock women into traditional
roles and occupations.

Greater exposure to technological knowledge and equip-
ment is essential and women need more information and
transparency about the policies and developments being
formulated. The lack of awareness of women's specific
problems on the part of the officials dealing with pro-
grammes for them was repeatedly emphasised.

Above all participants, specially from the northeast,
pleaded urgently for peace and an end to insurgency and
violation of human rights.

Nirmala Banerjee

81st Amendment
Bill 1996

011 February 23, 1997, the Indian

Association of Women's Studies and

the School of Women's Studies,

Jadavpur University, organised a

one-day seminar to discuss the 81st

Amendment Bill 1996, which seeks
to secure reservation of one-third seats for women in the
Lok Sabha and the State Legislative Assemblies. The main
objective of the seminar was to analyse the multiple lay-
ers of ideas, possibilities and choices that are embedded
in the demand for reservation. This was viewed as part of
the larger demand for women’s participation as decision-
makers in political processes, a necessary component of
social transformation.

The speakers in the first session were Ela Bhatt, eminent
activist and founder of sSEwA, and Devaki Jain, noted aca-
demic and feminist activist. This session, chaired by Geeta
Mukherjee, MP, opened up some of the confusions, ques-
tions and doubls about the issue, particularly the much-
debated problem of reservation as an undemaocratic con-
cept incompatible with the demand for equality. Bhatl sup-
ported reservation for women on the grounds of solidar-
ity, but believed it would be a more sustainable change if
women fought for stronger representation within their re-
spective parties. She felt that women should mobilise and
pressurise political parties to give more tickets to women,
as well as to collectively formulate a common vision of
the future of India. Devaki Jain saw reservation as a nec-
essary initial ‘shock treatment’ to shatter the hard rock of
patriarchy and the myths that women do not understand/
are not capable of real political participation. According
to Jain, the next step would be to further women's lead-
ership and show that representation can be real, that
power can be used to improve the quality of life.

The second session was chaired by Bharati Ray, mp. The
speakers were Malini Bhattacharya, noted academic,
activist and parliamentarian, and Samita Sen, Department
of History, Calcutta University. Bhattacharya analysed the
entire debate on reservation, looking towards the future
and trying to understand how the politics of the future
can be influenced by the legal and constitutional changes
that reservation would bring about. Admitting the pitfalls
that lay in the way of being given quotas, she saw il as an
essential entry point for women if any kind of empower-
menlt is to come to them collectively. Sen focused on the
confusions arising from the political concepts that under-
lie the question of reservation and analysed some of the
arguments against the Bill. Her conclusion was in sup-
port of reservation, but with a major input of political will
into the women’s movement.

The general consensus of this widely-attended seminar
was in favour of reservation, but as an imperfect begin-
ning of a process which could only be taken to some de-
sired goal by the women's movement in India.

Shivani Banerjee Chakravarty
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Post-Beijing Review
and Action

The first Conference on Post-Beijing
Review and Action organised by the
National Alliance of Women over Feb-
ruary 17-19, 1957, provided a rare op-
portunity for wormen from all over in-
dia to share their concems regarding the Post-Beijing sce-
nario. The conference was organised Lo link up micro is-

Women Writing in Telugu

The thi Women's Uni
Tirupalhl and Asmlla Resollrct Centre for Wclmzn
w Seminar on Women
ting in 1‘eluw in Tlnrpnuu on Fehrusry 22.23 IQ!]?‘ 1o
the birthe ry of K i Vara-
lakshmamma, apmﬁﬁcm\eﬁslnnd poet, and a comimit-
ted wormen’ umhlsacﬂnst.‘l‘lmghrm column ‘Sarada's
letlers' in the periodical Gruhalakshimi, she raised sev.
ernl important issues relating to women's political con-
She not only wrole about the need o asser

sues bo the macro level, and to devel for the
implementation of the Platform for Action relevant 1o all
women, in parficular, the grassroots. The aim of (he con-
ference was also o review the commitments made by
the Government of India in Beijing.

\.manun[&ngg‘lmlalsncampawdouhlmm
this issue.
I.L " himi gave

hlhe i 3
'I‘hJs was rn!lumd hy b lrl!rmim:nnn 1o the seminar by |

Kulz'llr! Hand of the Department of Telugu,

ferninist writer and poel, degf

Volga,
Mmﬁmlmymm&um;cn “Women's Literary History- .

This € had the of more
than 15 state-level . The issues and Bk
5 d in these deli i Ihe g
ilnpm:lu liberali: women, iph i the pr
ess of femil of poy violence aslamﬁ An Annlysis’;

WOITHEN Mulllerma o concern was the low priority and
respanse shown o !gn.- #1st Amendment

The reg:mw aru‘l suberegional Issues which came up
in the of

hurmm rlth.s rlerarloraunn of health and Pos, rising com-
of some of the major
programines and pollclet pmm!nﬂi by the govern-
ment. Concern was also shown about the ineffective
funclioning of many state women's cells for prevention

ol crime against wormen, the lack of secunty sys-
tems for a il ahut:luld itution and
sex-tourism

The conference had a panel cﬂscuss:'nn on the Sth Plan,
PEA document, CEDnW and wornen's human rights. These
BESFIONS expxessed concerm regarding worrien and budg-
etary provision in the Sth Plan Document b was

She traced the history of Telugu lterature in three phases
The first phase, which has continued through time, con
sists of women who, in their writing, tread paths defined
by men. The significant point to note here is that it is a
phase in which women simply write, not in the self-con-
sclous way of women writing as wormen. From the 1950s,
Volga traced the second phase in which women through
thedr weriting question discrimination, societal vahies that
assume double standards, and assert their rights as
women. This phase has, if anything, stronger and
more articulate over the past few decades.

The third phase — which logically follows from e sec-
onid — can be traced to the beginning of the decade of
the: 1990s. In this phase, women have begun o explore
identifies, and expiurz their I'I'u-clum and the possi-
bilities for self- g issues of

felt thal gender issues need not be gheﬂmsed as woir-
en's concerns and directed o the Department of Women
and Child Welfare. The perception of women in other de-
partments such as Rural Development, Agriculture,
cation, Labour, Home and Law and Judiciary should be
integrated

Regarding the $ih Five-Year Plan allocation, participants
‘were anxious a there has been no provision for gender-
sensrnsanon programmes in areas fike health, Without
specifically in this sec-
1o where woimen are pmmnl in large numbers as func-
tonaries would lead toa situation of women being merely
used as an implementation force, rmther than women be-
ing active facilitators of change.

T‘hl: conference |nduded mglnna! group discussions, and
CONCEmS
wenz rnlsecl and the need ror pmpannx information in

exchange prog within the
country and building up of sub-regi was
also voiced. In most of the states (he summary of i has

beten translated into regional languages and circufated.

“This phase, it appt'avs has
{mmense pu:ssﬂ:l}]ml'n 1udsy, especially because social
movements and realities now lay greater emphasis of
culture and provide grealer for sell-expres-
slon and positive rellection

After this there were a range of papers presented by fac-
ulty and stall of various universities and writers and poets
on the hisury aranﬁ Iatndsln Telugu literature, right from
Mindd e

Dialit ferminist wnnng There was a rich diu_ussaunmfeml
nist Illrrarty criticism, which raises the hope that bwill sel
the trend for literary criticismm in Tefugu in the future.

Among the for the WErE
Tammareddi Nirmala from Nagaruna University, Katyn-
gl i Vidmihe from Kakatiya University, and Chelarn Rama

a0 from Hyderabad, Among the feminist writers
who took an active part were Kodepudi Nirmala, Pm-
bandia Rajinl and Ct
of Padmavathi University ook an aclive part in the dis-
cussion which followed.

Volga
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Rethinking Media: Gender, Globalisation and Social Change

The two-day workshop, organised by
the Centre for the Study of Culture
and Society and Anveshi Research
Centre for Women's Studies, was con-
ducted in four sessions over Febru-
ary 22-23. In the inaugural session,
Tejaswini Niranjana, one of the work-
shop coordinators, explained how
the idea of the workshop arose from
awidespread dissatisfaction with ex-
isting material on the media, particu-
larly the electronic media.

) The changes taking place in our soci-
ety were extremely complex, but the

'media materials have been wholly inadequate in address-

" g them. Also, there seems to be a mismatch between
the theoretical models invoked by writers and specific
Indian conditions of readership/viewship and production.
The task of the workshop, it was suggested, should be to
help create new conceptual vocabularies to understand
the implications of current media developments.

The first keynote paper — ‘An Agenda for TV Studies in
India’ by Madhava Prasad (Calcutta) — emphasised the
fact that one could no longer speak of a National televi-
sion in India, that we could not evade the question of glo-
bal television. This was different from the field of cinema,
where the national was an obvious point of reference.
Instead of speaking of ‘Indian television’, Prasad argued,
it might be more useful to speak of Indian interventions
in television studies.

The post-lunch session was devoted to three presenta-
tions by young scholars who had been part of the study
group leading up to the workshop. In his paper entitled
‘Fans, Families and Censorship’, S V Srinivas (Hyderabad
University) spoke about the controversy over the recent

F.Chiranjeevi starrer, Alluda Majaaka, delineating the com-
plicated social and political issues involved in the denun-
ciation of the film by women's groups of different ideo-
logical persuasions.

Uma Maheswari (Hyderabad University) and Madhumita
Sinha (C1EFL) talked about ‘Gender and Regional Language
Newspapers'— their case study presenting the role played
by Eenadu in supporting the anti-arrack movement led
by rural Andhra women in 1992. Viewing the newspaper’s
acLvities partly as a larger strategy to ensure its dominance
of the regional press, they also indicated that the seem-
ingly positive portrayals of women in the newspaper might
have actually reinforced existing stereotypes.

Satish Poduval (cieFL) discussed ‘Television and Nation-
alismin India’, focusing on the early initiatives (SITE) which
first brought television to our country. Scientists such as
Sarabhai spoke of using satellite technology to bypass il-
literacy and quicken the development process through
an “electronic injection of modernity”.

On the second day, Ashish Rajadhyaksha (Bangalore), in
his keynote paper ‘Addressing the State’, talked about the

need to understand the electronic
media through three histories : that
of the nation-state as producer, man-
ager and mediator of the media. In
the Nehru era, it was urged that we
adopt the BBC model and questions
of citizenship &t the time were inti-
mately related to the aesthetic of re-
alism,; in the 70s, the state increas-
~ ingly shifted to a managerial func-
" tion; and today, in the regime of a
new nationalism, the state assists in
making the ‘nation’ mediate: be-
tween the global and the local.

This was followed by another keynote paper by Vinod
Pavarala (Hyderabad) — ‘Audience Research: Problems
and Possibilities’. He gave an overview of the prevailing
theoretical models for studying media audiences, refer-
ring to successful studies such as the one by David Morley
on the ‘Nationwide’ audience in England. He pointed out
that what we were seeing today was a major advance
from older conceptualisations, which tended to think of
the audience in homogeneous terms.

The concluding session had presentations by two younger
scholars, Meghna Haldar Fﬂyderabad University) and
Jayasree Kalathil (CIEFL), followed by a personalised ac-
count of feminist film-making by documentary filmmaker
Deepa Dhanraj (Bangalore). Meghna presented the find-
ings of a pilot study on representation of rape in Hindi
cinema and the reactions of actual audiences to such de-
piction. Jayasree spoke about Doordarshan's women'’s
programming and the way in which such programmes
‘imagined’ an audience. She matched DD’s viewership
figures with a brief survey of actual viewers and their pro-
gramme choices, suggesting that the concept of ‘wom-
en’s programmes' depended on the notion that only
women walched them, and also on the idea that the au-
dience had a certain profile in terms of class-caste, which
was not really the case.

Dhanraj gave an account of how her earlier films envis-
aged the women's movement as their primary audience,
and, therefore, took for granted a certain narrative of he-
roic action. Filmic modes of representation contributed
only to strengthening this image, often fudging by omis-
sion the complex difficulties of organising for social
change. She showed excerpts from her recent films which
were part of a unique experiment in training women for
participation in the Panchayati Raij.

The sessions were attended by about 45 people. It was
suggested that we plan another workshop for next year
to build on the gains of the present one. Most of the pa-
pers from this workshop will be revised and published in
a special issue of the Journal of Arts and Ideas. This would
facilitate rethinking not only about media but also wom-
en’s interventions in media-related issues.

Tejaswini Niranjana
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Pakistan-India People’s Forum for Peace and Democracy

This forum organised its third joint conference in Calcutta
over December 28-31, 1996. The Gender Session — So-
cial, Political and Cultural Resistance of Women in India
and Pakistan — focused on three broad areas:
militarisation and state violence against women; cross-
national trafficking in women; women against commu-
nalism; and cultural resistance and gender-just l[aws.

The critique of militarisation raised crucial points from a
gender perspective. It emphasised that militarisation and
nuclear proliferation took place at the expense of much
needed development in the social sector, and that it pro-
moted the aggressive cult of masculinity. Rita Manchanda
stressed that the point was not that
women were more peaceful than
men, but that they were more vulner-
able to the diversion of funds from ar-
eas such as health, food, education
etc., as they have to bear the responsi-
bility of running homes and rearing
families.

As this is still a nascent area of wom-
en's resistance, it is crucial to assess
both — the roles women have played,
and the reasons for their limitations.
Questions raised included: what kind
of roles had women played for peace
in situations of ethnic, communal and
Indo-Pak conflict; why do women
working for peace become weakened in these situations
even after having worked strongly for it; while women's
fundamentalist groups have been formed in Kashmir, why
have women's resistance groups like the Mothers' Front
of Women in Black not come up in India and Pakistan.

Sheen Faroukh thoroughly endoysed these views. She
pointed out that discrimination against women, no reser-
vation of seats in parliament, and enforcement of the
guardianship of husbands or fathers over women were
all integral aspects of state violence. These, too, should
be confronted along with the physical violence such as
torture and killings masterminded by the state.

Bela Bandyopadhyay introduced the issue of cross-na-
tional trafficking in women between India, Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka, and to the Gulf Countries
from South Asia. The rapid increase in such trade in re-
cent years has become a cause of concern. Though there
is some information on this trade between India and Bang-
ladesh, little is known about the situation in Pakistan.

While some delegates claimed that Pakistan is used only
as a transit stop for trafficking to the Gulf, others such as
Rao Abid emphasised that it was a problem in Pakistan
though the number of women involved was smaller than
that of the other South Asian countries. Hence, this is
a crucial issue to be addressed jointly, specially because
of the condition of hundreds of sex-workers languish ing
in jails without any hope of returning to their countries
for lack of documents and finances, and because of the

complete reluctance of their governments lo ever ac-
knowledge these women as citizens, far less play an ac-
tive role in preventing cross-national trafficking. Fauzia
Saeed illustrated the difficulties of dealing with the situa-
tion, citing a case where a Pakistani activist had to fly all
the way to Bangladesh and get massive press coverage
on the condition of Bangladeshi women smuggled into
Pakistan for the government to initiate any action.

The discussion on women against communalism began
with the emphasis that all the five major religions of the
world — Islam, Hinduism, Christianity, Judaism and
Sikhism — are patriarchal and discriminate against
women. Rifat Hassan stated that
though these religions have been nega-
tively used against women, they also
have resources that can be developech
positively for them. Criticising the dis®
crimination against women in the
name of Islam, she asserted that the
Quran actually gives women many spe-
cial rights, and that its ethical principles
should form the basis of the paradigm
for Muslim women.

Aparna Bhattacharya voiced a problem
regarding the implementation of such
changes in other contexts such as the
Indian one. She said that while progres-
sive laws have been implemented in
Pakistan vis-a-vis the regulation of the talaq procedure, or
the modification of the right to bigamy, in India, however,
the move to implement such changes becomes a ques-
tion of endangering a minority identity.

Ratnabali Chatterjee asserted that the struggle against
communalism should be forged on the basis of cultural
identity, of a common idiom of resistance shared across
different religions. She and Teesta Setalvad focused on
the importance of addressing the problem of the increas
ing number of religious fanatics such as the Sandhvis, and
how they divide women in their gender identities against
each other into two communal groups. Hence a joint cul-
tural and legal struggle against the effects of communal-
ism on women is the need of the day.

Participants decided that at the next convention there
should be an attempt to organise group meetings with
local women’s organisations working on gender issues
that are of concern to the Pakistan-India Forum.

In view of the lack of gender justice in the existing legal
systems in both countries, a committee has been set up
to formulate a joint Charter of Egalitarian Principles that
should govern the laws in practice in each country, be
they personal, religious or civil. Further, it should be the
deciding factorin each case relating to gender justice and
the Forum should lobby with the governments of the two
countries to commit themselves to this charter.

Kavita Panjabi
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Women on the Internet

For those involved with feminist research
and/or women’s studies, the Internet pro-
vides access to a wide variety of resources
globally. Electronic Access to Research on
Women by Judith Hudson and Kathleen
A Turek' will, hopefully, give readers a
sampling of what is out there and some
helpful places to get started. Almost all
the information presented here has been
retrieved from sources on the Internet.
Other helpful books are Laura Hunt's
Sources of Wornen’s Studies/Ferninist In-
formation on the Internet,* Joan
Koreman's Gender Related Electronic Fo-
rums® and the WMST-L list.Our thanks to
all of them for gathering and sharing this
information.

ELECTRONIC LISTS

Probably the most frequently used appli-
cation of the Internet is e-mail. However,
in addition to sending and receiving mes-
sages between individuals, you can also
subscribe to a number of electronic fora.
These are generally lists where you re-
ceive messages by e-rnail or newsgroups.

There are dozens of lists on topics which
are of interest to wornen focusing on ar-
eas of academe, profession, sexualily,
health and more. WOMEN* describes it-
self as a “general purpose list, intended
to be a connection between ail women's
groups and areas of interest for women
and their friends.” You subscribe to lists
by sending an e-mail message (usually
SUBSCRIBE LISTNAME YOUR NAME) to
an address run by automated software.
You should receive a confirmation mes-
sage and mail from the list.

WMST-L is an academic list for the dis-
cussion of Women's Studies teaching,
research, and program administration.
Subscribers have the opportunity to ex-
change information about teaching strat-
egies, current research, and funding for
text and film suggestions for courses, re-
search sources, and programme devel-
opment. WMST-L also posts conference,
calls for papers, and job announcements
and maintains an online collection of syl-
lab,, bibliographies and other files, includ-
ing the one referenced here entitled
OTHER LISTS. To subscribe send the
message SUBSCRIBE WMST-L YOUR
NAME to listserv@umdd.umd.edu.

ECOFEM focuses on women and the en-
vironment. Send subscription requests to
listserv@csf. colorado.edu.

SOUTH ASIAN WOMEN'S NET is for and

Reprinted from Threads: Office for Women's
Research Newsletter, Spring 1995,
University of Hawaii at Manoa. Edited by
Louise Kubo

about women from South Asian coun-
tries. It is open only to women. Send sub-
scription requests to listserv@magnus.
acs.ohio-state.edu.

WMN-HLTH is a Women's Health Elec-
tronic News Line sponsored by the Cen-
tre for Women's Health Research. Send
subscriptions requests to listserv@w
avim.u.washington.edu.

NEWSGROUPS

Newsgroups offer the opportunity to ask
questions and exchange information.
Messages are posted lo electronic bulle-
tin boards which can be accessed
through programmes such as tin or rn.
Soc.women, soc.feminism and soc, gen-
der-issues are three newsgroups which
may be of particular interest to women
researchers.

FILE RETRIEVAL

Copies of syllabi, film reviews, bib-
liographies, papers, and more can be re-
trieved by gopher, telnet, or ftp. You can
often request that a file be sent to you via
e-mail. In addition to the Internet guides
noted here, the University of Maryland
WMST-L Data Archive offers categories
such as calls for papers, conferences,
employment, government and politics
and gender issues.

The History of Women and Science,
Health and Technology: A Bibliographic
Guide to the Professions and the disci-
plines is available via gopher to WISCIN
FO.WISE.EDU.

WORLD WIDE WEB

WWW organises information available on
the Internet by subject headings. By link-
ing sites together, as well as files, WWW
simplifies access to a wide range of in-
formation including files in gopher and fip
directories.

Under Women's Studies, selecting “For
some interesting links” connects you to
a menu from which you may access the
PeaceNet's Women's Gopher, The Ada
Project (Women in Computing), Breast
Cancer Information Clearinghouse, the
Women's Wire Gopher, and more.

" Other Web pages include Sara Stapleton-

Gray's page for feminists who are politi-
cal activists at hitp://www.clark.nel/pub/
s-gray/feminist.html. Topics include Com-
municating with other Feminists, Current
Feminist Issues: News and Resources,
Women's Organisation, and Feminist Re-
sources.

Help menus are available on virtually all
programmes and most information aboul
resources include instructions on how to
get there. Additionally, on line help is avail-
able by e-mail to either consult or post-
master (for e-mail help).

"'This text can be accessed by telnet or go-
pher to INFORM.UMD.EDU. Select 4 Educa-
tional Resources; 2. Academic Resources by
Topic; 11 Women's Studies Resources; 5.
computing; 3. Guides to the Internet; and 1.
guide by Hudson and Turek.

*To access Laura Hunt's guide telnet or go-
pher ta INFORM.UMD.EDU. Proceed as in
above except for the last step where you
should select 2. guide by hunt.

3Joan Korenman's list is available by send-
ing the message GET OTHER LISTS to
LISTSERV(@UMDD.UMD.EDU; via gopher to
UMBC,EDU, choose Academic Department
Information, then Women’s Studies, then
Electronic Forums of Interest to Women; on
WWW, the urlis hitp:/www-unix.umbe.edu/
~koreman/wmst/

*To subscribe to WOMEN, send the message
SUBSCRIBE WOMEN to MAJOR DOMOw
WORLD,STD.COM.

Gender information

To understand the scope of gender
and development information, an
Eastern Regional Training Workshop
on Information Services in Gender,
Development and Culture was organ-
ised by the School of Women'’s Stud-
ies, Jadavpur University, in December
1996, in collaboration with the Cen-
tre for Women's Development Stud-
ies, New Delhi.

The objective of this workshop was
to counter the process through which
the dissemination of information is
manipulated in order to perpetuate
cultural myths that keep women sub-
ordinated. This six-day workshop was
planned to strengthen the profes-
sional skills of gender and culture-re-
lated information givers. Participants
of the workshop included policy mak-
ers, programme planners, imple-
menters, mass media personnel,
NGO activists and grassroots level
women.

Sarbani Goswami
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CFiEATIVE WRITING

Conversations — VI

And [ answered:
Mother, do you see my
nightmare too?

Or have you, mother,

written tonight
of your grandmother

long gone, forgotten by me,
but not by you. When your

mother had protested - No.
Don’t let your daughter go
It is a faraway land, unknown.

You had asked her if she
would live her iifg again

or mine. And she had cried.
Yes mother, as | move and

give birth to my dreams, |
give birth to you.

In your hands | have seen
plants grow, weeds flower

cries turn to laughter.
in your eyes | have known

storms that swept away
any hand raised on me,

but | have also seen
those winds turn on

themselves, your hands forming
broken motions. Today | see

You hurling stones in the sea spray,
laughing as you lift your arm

in the wind. | smile even
when the poem you send me

writhes in the pain and fury of your
forgotten friend on my desk.

Shalini Mahajan

TO IAWS MEMBERS

Many copies of the Newsletter have
been returned to us, so in order to help
ensure that it reaches you, please
check the name and address on your
label. Make sure they are complete
and correct, including the pin code.

In case you have not received your
copy of the Newsletter, please let us
know. In both cases write in to the
1aws central office in Mumbai.

The trouble is ...

The trouble
between you and us
said the woman

to the forest official
is simply this

you want

the trees dead

they are timber

and money to you
we want

to live with them
they give us fodder
for our cattle

and fruits

for the children

and shade

to rest in

even air

to breathe

and fuel

to cook on

if we cut

itis like killing

a child

The trouble is
between you and us
said the woman

to the development workers
is simply this

you rape

Mother Earth

she is money to you
you rip it off

you poison her

you make her bear
three crops

in a year

can | bear

three children

in a year?

will she not die?
Does she not

need rest?

Can we sell

our mother

when she is destitute?
Do we not feed her
clothe her nakedness?

The trouble is
between you and us
said the fisherwoman
to the fisherman

is simply this

you rape Kadalamma
with your technology
you think

fish is money

and you want

to fish more

to make more

But the children
cannot eat

money

the money

eals us

your debts

suck the marrow
from our bones

you drink

you beat us

you make the sea

go empty.

The trouble is
with ourselves
said the women
among each other
is simply this

We do not rely

on ourselves

We do not know
that we know

we only cook

and give suck

and rock the cradle
and toil

from morning

to night

and cry

our hearts out
amidst violence
When will we take
our hearts

into our hands
and quietly learn
to run the world
ever so gently?

Gabriele Dietrich
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PUBL|CAT|0NS

School of Women's Studies,
Jadavpur Univ., Calcutia

(38

PUBLICATIONS

Calcutta for Women: A Critical Di-
rectory of Organisations Working
on Women within Municipal Cal-
cutta, Jasodhara Bagchi, Manjula
Bose, Jaba Guha & Debjani Sarkar
(ed.). 1990

WOMEN WRITERS REPRINT SERIES

88}
88}

Anindita Devir Rachana Samkalan,
Abhijit Sen (ed.). in press

Chhabi Basur Rachana Samkalan,
Jasodhara Bagchi & Abhijit Sen
(ed.). Calcutta: School of Women's
Studies & Dey’s Publishing Co.,
1895

Hemantabala Devir Rachana
Samkalan, Jasodhara Bagchi &
Abhijit Sen (ed.). Calcutta: School
of Women’s Studies & Dey's Pub-
lishing Co., 1995

Jyotirmoyee Devir Rachana Sam-
kalan, Subir Roychowdhury & Abhi-
jit Sen (ed.). Calcutta: School of
Women's Studies & Dey's Publish-
ing Co., 1991

Radharani Devir Rachana Sam-
kalan, Nabaneeta Dev Sen & Jaso-
dhara Bagchi (ed.), forthcoming
Raibari by Giribala Devi, Subir
Roychowdhury & Abhijit Sen (ed.).
Calcutta: School of Women's Stud-
ies & Dey's Publishing Co., 1991

OTHER BOOKS

(88

o

B

Indian Women: Myth and Reality
(origin. mimeo), Jasodhara Bagchi
(ed.). Calcutta: Sangam Books,
1995

Loved or Unloved: Girl Child in
West Bengal, Jasodhara Bagchi,
Jaba Guha & Piyali Sengupta (ed.).
Calcutta: Stree, forthcoming
Right to Health: Towards Assum-
ing It Oneself, A health manual on
women and children (in Bengali)
prepared by Krishna Banerjee
Satabarshe Ashalata Sen, Jaso-
dhara Bagchi & Abhijit Sen (ed.).
Calcutta: School of Women's Stud-
ies & Stree, 1995

What is Patriarchy by Kamla Bha-
sin (in Bengali) Paramita Banerjee
& Debarati Sengupta (trans.). Cal-
cutta: Stree, 1996

Women, Heritage and Violence,
Shefali Moitra (ed.). Calcutta: Pa-
pyrus, 1996

o

MIMEOGRAPHS

Directory of NGOs and Clubs in
wards 78 & 79 of Khidirpur, Cal-
cutta, compiled through the York-
Jadavpur collaboration project un-
der the Shastri-CIDA Partnership
Programme, 1996

Proceedings of the March 1990 Na-
tional Seminar on Curriculum De-
velopment in Women's Studies: An
Interdisciplinary Approach, Shivani
Banerjee Chakravarty (compiled &
ed.). 1991

OCCASIONAL PAPER SERIES

m

Beneficiary Assessment of Poor
Women in Rural West Bengal: The
Case of Birbhum, Dilip Kumar
Ghosh. State Institute of Rural De-
velopment, Occasional Paper no.
1, First Series, 1996

Coming of Women into Panchayati
Raj, Ashim Mukhopadhyay. Occa-
sional Paper no. 2, First Series,
1996

Women'’s Studies
FORTHCOMING TITLES

Indian Association of

o

L) Women Centred Natural Re-
source Management: Land,
Water & Energy, Chhaya Datar.

L Earthcare & |IAWS y

Reservations: Regional Work-
shops

Women'’s Studies Research
Centre, MS Univ., Baroda

WORKING PAPER SERIES

Women's Studies Research
Centre, Calcutta University

(B8]

(3]

L
(1

LI

Detecting Disadvantages— A pilot
study of Scheduled Caste women
in two districts of West Bengal,
Bharati Ray (Project Director),
WSRC, CU, 1994

From the Searmns of History: Essays
on Indian Women, Bharati Ray
(ed.), OUP, 1995

The Journal of Women's Studies,
Biannual: April & October; Editor:
Bharati Ray, Associate Editor:
Krishna Sen, CU, 1990

Sekaler Narisiksha: Bamabodhini
Patrika, CU Press, 1994

Women's Studies in the Emergent
Indian Scenario, WSRC Series
no.1, Bharati Ray (ed.), CU, 1990
Women and Science, WSRC Se-
ries no.2, Bharati Ray (ed.), CU,
1890

(98]

tl

(AR

Analysis of the Gender Based Dis-
crimination and Earnings, K R
Shah

Concept and Measurement of the
Status of Women — Case of Rural
India, Mangala Subramaniam
Female Work Participation in
Kerala: A Comparison of 1981 and
1991 Census Results, Leela Gulati
& S lrudaya Rajan

Has the New Man Emerged? The
Changing Image of Man in Indian
Advertising, Manisha Pathak-
Shelat

Households Food System, Ira Pant
& Sunder Gujral

Human Resource Development
and Environment: Female Workers
in Less Organised Sector, S P
Punalekar

Impact of Integrated Rural Devel-
opment Programme of Household
Income: Gender Analysis, B H
Elavia & Hema Chavan-Bansal
Market Segmentation and Margin-
alisation of Female Labour: A
Study, S P Punalekar

Qualitative Research: Case Study
as a Research Method, Leela
Gulati

Rural Household and Credit: Some
Evidence from Gujarat, B H Elavia
& Zafar Alam

Woman, Work and Child Care: The
Need for Options, T S Saraswathi,
S Radhika & U Biswas

Women's Views Matter; An Over-
view of Qualitative Research Meth-
ods in Women's Health & Some
Experiences from India, Shubhada
Kanani & Priti Consul

Women and Family in India: Con-
tinuity and Change, Leela Gulati

LL} Women in Migration: Some Meth-
odological Issues, Kalpana
Paralikar

[ The Akshara Handbook: An Alter- |

native Classification & Documen-
tation System — Information
processing & dissemination from a
feminist perspective, Lakshmi
Menon & Nandita Gandhi

Akshara, 501 Neelambari, Rd no.
86, (opp. Portuguese Church),

LDadar West, Mumbai 400 028
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Sathins in distress

Tlc Sathines, working at the
fowest rung ol the Women's
Development Programme in

Rajasthan, have managed 10
emenge as o significant wom-
an's power during the kst dee-
b anl mobilise ural wimen
al the grassroots. In the face of
enormous personal sk, they
Fuaves faced apposition with fre-
miEndous coumge.

However, during the past 12
yem the Sathin has hm the l.:‘n‘gﬂ of constant d:panrn:»

Give nmncml contribution 1o the Sathin
AR Anasagar Ghatl, G,

Mmer 305 001
Kesar Bal, Mahila Vilkas Abhikaran Sathin
Karmchan Sangh

Kausalya Devi

anmﬂmnwgrdmmrMMD

of Fommeer Presi-
dent of the INU students’ uniosn, wie cannal
bl take heart al the emergence of his
mother Kausalya Doy as the rallying point of
radical politics in the coantry.

Itau!a])ﬂ Devi was a pnul' vHiage WIRTIAnN, Wlmnd when

tal exploitation, Under the guise inga

she is given a paliry hooerarium of Rs 250 per rmnlll mrl
thern are po servien mules or securly of employment. For the
past four years, the Sathins have been siruggling lor thedr jus
dernaads under the bammer of the Sathin Karmchan nnqh

waged a grim strugglo to fulfil
Ilnr dream of educating her onfy son, The dream bumed e
reality when Chandrasekbar rmovied inte the hallowed cam
s ol INU for an MPHIL But i toolk an entirely nes dimen-
s s hnnm :mbtnted mmlwv idealogy and, after

Toduy, when 'im.mm .und village women are

wihmen i showiny in-

mmmsu{\\-mdmgup the Sathin model af warmon's devel-

ppment. For the past five yoars, no new Sathing hve

recruitedd, and oast of e 000 sanctioned Sathin podts, bwo-

fikrds ane Iving vacant

Somu demands of the Sathins

*  fhe nstiution of Sathin be kept inbsct,

* ihe Salling be given o just wage, amounting al least 1o
b wige,

* departmental exploliation of the Satling be immoediatoly
stapped:

willage issues be given prionty;

* e process of deciding the future of the WP be rans-
parent and mvolve the Saihins.

Extend your soficdarily 1o the Sathins' strogghe. Send betteny

telegrams 1o the Sathins ot 78 Shantl Nikelan Calony, Kisan

Marg, Barkal Nagar, Salpur Telefae 0141-591408; and to the

Chiel Minkster, and Mintster, Woeen and Child Developenent,

Rajasthan, urgmglhatlhedemam:l 5 of thi: Sathins be met

e i choice 1o go back

o his rocits and wark llllﬂl\g e powar aned FJE:WEﬁ Kamalw.
Divi wiood by her son_ indiciting that khar's edu-
cation wis, ina way, also hich bed i the growih of
consciousness of his mother.
Chindrasekhiar and his comrade, Shyam Narain Yada wens

nnaesd down on March 31 st Siwan m central Bibar by kiliers

e by those whio saw in him a threat 1o teir vested inter-

:'sll The incident has now snowballed into a militant move
rmvent for justice invalving thousands of students from vanous
universities from all aver the country. The: abirapt lass of her
only and brilliant son has brought out the best of the ideals of
motherhood in Kausalya Devi, She has ot only refissed o
aceepl the Rs | lakh compensation offered 1o her by the
Prime Minister but has also bacome the leading light in the
agitation to bring the killers to book. Despile his premature
dernise, Chandraseidar continees to lve in Kausalya Devl.
T am were 107 will condesrm this barbaricaftack on Kausalya
Devi's son and highlight the exemplary courmge and spirt of
an unknown Indun womain

Sumit ¥, ¥ Filmmab

IAWS MEMBERSHIP FORM

I
|
|
| 1 would iike 1o ba.a mamber of IAWS in tha tallowing category (please tick approprinte catagory):
|
|
|

O Orcersary marmbar
R 100 for 2 years.  Fa 700 for 2 years

¥Iaﬂdouherwmﬂa:lxall\fanddrallt'inune'for\iaﬂ'ﬂlHa_. "
lanmmam;-___

| Hame:
| !phase prirt)

]thmm.dswmmdmaum

O [Instiutronal member O Studant member
F= 50 for 2 years

|

O iLie mamber O Comporata member
Rs 500 A= 5000

made oul 1a the Indian Assoclation of Women's Studies.
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